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SOURCE

Izgrev.

POPTOMOY REVIEWS STATE OF THE NATION

Speaking at the celebration bell at the Tational Theater of Sofie on the
eve of the Liberation Anniversary of 9 September, Reputy Prime Minister Viadimir
Poptomov revievel the juternational apd domestic situstion of Bulgaria during
the past year. :

Tn the domain of internstional affairs, he emphasized thet the friendship
and cocperstion with the USSR had been further -onsolidated by several new ,
agreements, aimed at incressing the economiz, technical, and scientific sssist- .
ance extenied by the latter to the Bulgarian nytion. The cooperation with the
other People’s Democracies has also been extended, wheresas new friends have
teen acquired by esteblishing normal diplomatic and economic relations with the
Chinese People’s Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Democratic Re-
publiz of Viet Nam, ani the Mongolian People‘’s Republic.

Inside the country, national integrity and independence have been secured
by eliminating the interference of the Anglo-American imperialists. As ‘a con-
sequence of this rebuff, tke latter, using the zervices of the Kostov gang,
lsunched a furious atteck on Bulgaria end framed 2 number of false accusetlons
egainst the country through the intermediary of the so-called Speciel Commis-
gion for the Palkan States, whose real purpose was %o cover the attacks and
provocations on Bulgaris’s nationsl boundaries by the Greek snd Turkish Fas-
¢ists and the Tito clique. As 2 fipal stroke in this campaign of hostilities,
the US broke off diplomatic relatione with Bulgaria. However, the fact remaine
that Bulgeria's neighbors to the south and west are Airectly or indirectly
supporting the American aggression in Korea and the warmongering policies of
that country, thus creating an atmosphere of unrest throughout the Ealksn axesa.

The internal situstion was further strengthened and the devetion end
loyalty of the people tc its government were reaffirmed in the elections to .
the National Assembly of 18 December 1949, at which 98.89 percent of the popu-
lation participated and 92.01 percent cast their votes for the Fatherland
Front. The enthusisstic celebration of Stalin‘'z T7Oth birthday and the signing
of the Stockholm Peace Appeal by sn overwhelming mejority of all the people
throughout the country were further indications of the poldtical slertness and
unsoimity 1n the nation.
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The people's soviets are drswing 1ncreasing numbers of citizens into partic-
ipstion in administration ani public affairs. Se of the present, 62,000 peo-
prle are active iun the permenent work commissions of the soviets., Workers®' and
vomen's organizations, trade urions, tooperatives, youth organizations, and
other associations sre also taking an active part in estsblishing government
policies, and the growing ccoperstion betwsen the rursl anid urban population
is forming An essentisl basis for the Fatherland Fron* government.

The Bulgar{sn Communist Party is tke unsnimously recognized ideological
and politlcal leader of the na%ion, upheld by the expert Folshevist guidance
of Vulko Chervenkov. Tre Januiry Plenary Seszziou of the Centrzl Committee
and the Thiri Netional Convention of the Bulgarian Communist Party have strongly
empbrsized the prinziple of criticism ani zelf-critisism, tbe fight againet de-~
viations from the party lip: or govermment pclicy, &ni the elimination from
public 1ife of sll hostile ani alien elemernts. Clear ani efficient work programs
have bees adopted for the operations of every ministry. The entire population
i5 szhowing an incressing understending and support of government policies, in-
dicated by the successful cawpzign for the delivery of this year's harvest quotas:
the grein was delivered in record time aund the work wsg perfectly organized.

The Bulgarian Army ic eagerly studying 2nd following the experiences and
methods of the Soviet Army, ena is keeping s cereful watch on the national bor-
ders.

The Ratiunal Militia and the National Security Agency are entrusted with
the task of ssafeguarding public law &pd order and preventing any possible dis-
rupbtion promoted by the subversive and epy sctivities of fthe irperialist agen-
cies and other hoslile elements.

In the field of economy, 1949 was the first year under the Five-Year Plan,
and during this period plan fulfillment was exceeded by 28 percent, whereas the
number of workers increased by 50,CC0 compared to 1948,

Production in the main branches of industry during the first 7 months of
1950 considersbly surpassed the corrssponding period in 1949; the greatest em-
phasis was given to the development of the production equipmeot industry. As
compsred to 19%9, . the production of electriz power increased threefold, coal
production doubled, ore production increased 15 times, metsllurgicel production
28 times, end machine building 50 times. About 54 new types of machines have
been produced domesticzlly since the beginning of the Five-Year Plam and most
of them are manufactured serially. Due tec the domestis production of this ma-
chinery, 2,800,000 leva in foreign currency have been saved.

The production of consumers’ goods hae alsc been considerably increased.

Special attention will be given Juring the current year to industrial con-
structions. Among the projects already compiev=4 for operation are the syn-
thetic ultremerine dye factory, the faciery for msking cutin-free sulfate, and
others. The following projects will be completed beiore the end of the year:
three flotation installations, the Asenitsa hydroelectric power plant, and the
Kurilo-Mezdra and Kurilo-Plovdiv power lines.

However, the assortments and standards of industrisl production goods have
shown very little progress, and cost reduction is also still in its initial
stages; nonetheless, in the first quarter of 1950 costs were reduced by %.35
percent, or 1,805,000,000 leva, proving that substantial progress can be achieved
in this field with the proper zeal and energy.

The private zector has been entirely eliminsted in large-scale iudustry,
wheress in the =mall local industries it has shrunk from 0.7 percent in 1949 to
0.2 percent in the present year. The total share of private business in the in-
dustrial sector amounts st present to 0.1 percent.
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Tn the textile industry, 4,300 workers nave alopted the system of simultane-
:ou;&@%peration of szeversl loom_ ani in the cotton industry already 4O percent
of the workers are opsrating mu‘tip’r= mazhines; 2,100 miners are operating on
the multistope and cyclic work system. High-speed metel cptting is also being
adopted by an ever-increasing nwmber of workers ir the metal industry; recently
an operator of Plant No 11 ’h\ 1,340 meters of aiuminum per minute and 400 meters

of steel.

Howe\rer', not everything is satisfactory in industriel pmitctmn The pro-~
juctive capacity of the enterprises iz atd ’l‘ fzr from being fully utllfezed, and
1he produrtion process. is not . aven pace. The struggle
for better standsards and aszortments - :? centinming, &3 well as the fight
for stricter work discipline, waste reduction,

Agricultural work h5s shown excellent progress Juring the past year and
falli sowing has been completed sccording to government calendars. The 1949 deep-
plowing plan has been completed by 98 percen® agsinst only 25 percent in 1948.
The area of oleaginous industrial plants in 1950 increszed by 2. 4 percent over
1949, the cotton ares by 2, the hemp zres by 22, and the tchazco-planting area
by 17 percent. . .

Quote deliveries of wheat, xye, barley, ocats, ani spelt were completed
in a surprisingly shortitime, despite the furious oppositicn of the kuleks.

Livestock farming has been considerably expanded, acd crcss breeding con-
ducted on a much larger scale; however, livestock production is still far from
supplying the needs of consumers and industry.

Irrigetion projects have bsen given ccusidersble attention, and the irri-
gated areas at present cover 1,300,000 decares of land. Forezstry operations
have also been highly successful, and good progress has been reached In forest-
stion, reforestation, replenishing of aparse plsntings. and the establisiment
of mixed plantings. A

The ivcrease In Farm Workers Cooperatives has been the most gratifying.
By the end of August 1950, the number of ccopers*ives hsd reacked 2,053 with
15,330,330 decsres of land, or 29.% of the cultivated area of the country. In
effect, cut of the 1,095,000 farms operated throughout the country, 261,966 are
included in Farm Workers' Cocperatives, or 32 perceat of the total n rutber .
The highest enrollments are registered in the grain-producing areasz. The ylelds
on cooperative farms have bsen the highest ever reached; thus, for example, a
cooperative farm in Bogdan Village, Karlovo Okoliya, harvested 436 kilograms of .
vheat per decsre from an ares of 16 decares, A cooperative in Dryanov, Lovech
Okoliys, harvested %00 kilograms of the same crop per decare from a 200-decare
area; & cooperative in Kostinovo Viilage, Plovdiv Okollya, harvested 402 kilo-
grams of rye from a llS-deca.re area, while one in Khaskove Okoliya picked 131
kilograms of cotton per decere from s 200-decsre area. A cooperative in Lovech
Okoliya collected 4 kilograms of wool from each of 100 sheep and 142 lambs,
and during 1949 it obtained L,225 liters of milk from each of ten cows, and
average litters of 21 pigs from each of its ten sows.

The number of state farms has now reached 91, with 850,000 decares of
land. They supply all other farms with planting and sowing material as well
&s breeding stock. During 1949, the nmumber of machine tractor stations rose
from 86 to 95, and the number of tractors included 105 heavy m.achincs with a
corresponding number of sattachments imported from the USSR. .
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Furthermore, demestic industry produced tue {ollowing agrizultural machines ;
in 1950: 57 threshers, 332 disk harrews, 185 cultivators, and £88 arills. The -
compulsory sale of aarlcULtura_ machinery to ithe state added 229 tractors,

988 threzhers, and 8ik Jo-omobiles. However, the machine trsctor stetions are

still not supplying the guantity and quality of werk that is expected of them.

Great progress has been sccomplfshed ip *he fleld of transportation. Due

to the introduction of large-capacity freight traing, shipments this year ex- 3
ceeded the norm bty 2 million tons enld the zverage gross weight of trains increased

by 17 percent. Lignite has been adop*ed for lcicmovive fuellng, 2nd switches are

béing meinteined in perfect orier. The Jecziing and uxnlozding of ships has been

considersbly accelersted, and the "self.repeir” system haz further sontributed to

better circuletion of ships. Thus, feor example, during July of 1950, the Smirenski

made 1our trips on the Bulgarian-Scviet Zine end Zulfilled it: montkly plan by

Z00 percent,

Finencial stabilization has aisc me2d:s further progress, sad the development
of the economy has strengthened the vaine of the Bulgarizn lev. Wiereas the
budgets of previcus regimes always closed with 5 deficit, the 1950 budget shcws
a 9-billion 12vA surplus of revenue: over expenditurzs, whict will be an additional
suppori fur tbe nstionsl currency. The maiu source of revenue is the socislized
economy; only 10 percent comes from taxes. In effect, 80 percent of all revenues
gre derived from nationalized enterprises, ani 10 percent from public services.
The total wage fund has inzreased by 23%.6 perzent, of whith 20.3 percent is used
in industry. During the first 6 months of 1950, the flow of goods increased by
25 percent over the corresponding period in 1949. The food supply of the popula-
tion is well assured; the rstion system has been improved and is gradually being
replaeced by the free sales system; the quantity of gocds scld on the free market
is continuously increasing. The government policy tends to reduce the prices of
consumers’ goods, and has already brought substantis! rejuctions in the price of
bread, dsiry products, beans, stoves, beds, sewing thread, electriz bulbs, and
other goods sold on the free market. The prize of potatoss and vegetables has
dropped by 20-50 percemnt in comparison with 1929, snd the government is continu-
ing to tske all measuvres to prevent prise rises on the free market.

The rural populstion is now previded with :pdusirial goods more abundantly
than heretofore, sni new shipmen*s of the most imporrant commodi tizs have recently
been dispatched to rural arees, inc l'iing 700,000 meters of cotton, 120,000 meters
of woolen {sbrics, 50,000 meters of silk, 500 *tcns of lighting gas, 3,000 tons of
cement, 30,000 cubic meters cf construction materials, esto.

The volume of foreign trade has substantially increased. Exchange of goods
with the USSR has increased by 20 percent over 1949. Export trade with Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, the German Democratic Republic, and Albania is
also on the increase. Unfortunately, insufficient flexibility and efficiency
are still handicapping this branch of trade.

The health services sre providing more than one-half of the population with
free medical care. About 3,500 beds have been added in hoszpitals, and a number
of new health centers, SPnntoriums, and maternity clinics have been open=d through-
out the country, especially iu the rural sreas. Child mortality hes decreased
since 194t by more than 30 percent per thoussnd of populstion, vhereas the birth
rate increased in this period from 21.9 to 23 .23 per thousand of population. In-
fectious diseases are also steadily decressing, especially malaris, which bas de-
creased five times.

The educational system is now being adapted to the Soviet pattern through
the establishment of a unified type of school; 147 schools of the new system have
been opened this year. There are novw 9,500 secondsery schools for the 1,200,000
students throughout the country. During the paszt year, the number of educational
institutions increased by 190, and the number of students by 102,912. The number
of nurseries and kindergartens is also continually ineressing. The country has .
ten institutions of higher learning witn 20 faculties and 60 special departments.
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During 1949, these institutions wers attended by 3€.637 :students, and 2,567
studied abroad, meinly in the USSR and the People‘s Democraciez. According

to a decree of the Central Committee of the Bulgerizn Tommunist Party and the
government, aiming at creating 2 new intellectual group among the working popu-
lation, 1,458 students who have not compisted their secondary educstion are
being trained in speciul accelerated courses. After grsdusticn they will be
admitted to institutions of higher learning.

In spite of the rumerous &ccomplishments in every branck of national
actlvity, the goals of progress set by the prezent gcvernment sre still far
from teing reachei. One of the most serious shortcomings lies in the feilure
to provide the population with a sufficient supply of :onsumers® gocds, but
every effort is being done to overcome the shortages.

The industrialization of the country 2nd tre mechanizetion of agriculture
are also among the importent assiguments which have not been fulfilled so far.

The above program of peacetime economy end cultural purzuits set up by
the Bulgarian government indicates a sharp contrast with the plans of imperialist
countriee, aimed exclusively &t rearmament for the next world war. On the oc-
cagion of its mational holidsy, the Bulgarian nablon ceallirms iie unshuken desire
for peace and itssolidarity with the USSR to check the Americen aggression in
Korea, to liberate the Korean territory from foreign armies, and to bring sbout
a pesceful solution of the Koresn problem.

The meeting was attended by Soviet Marshal Rudennyy, representatives of
the People's Democracies, the Republics of Chine and North Korea, and by Eduardo
d'Onofrio from the Italian Communist Party.
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